
Andrée Mcleod 
Anchorage, Alaska 
 
July 14, 2009 
 
Daniel Sullivan, acting Attorney General   
1031 W. 4th Avenue, Suite 200 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
 
To acting Attorney General Daniel Sullivan:  
 
Please consider this ethics complaint charging Governor Sarah Palin for the following violation of the Alaska 
Executive Branch Ethics Act:   
Sec. 39.52.120. Misuse of official position. 
(a) A public officer may not use, or attempt to use, an official position for personal gain 
(b) A public officer may not  

 (4) take or withhold official action in order to affect a matter in which the public officer has a personal 
or financial interest; 
(6) use or authorize the use of state funds, facilities, equipment, services, or another government asset or 
resource for partisan political purposes;   

 
August 27, 2008: Signed and completed Travel Authorization# 01-3564 states “CONCLUSION OF STATE 
BUSINESS”. (Travel authorization attached) 
 
November 7, 2008: Signed and completed Travel Authorization# 01-794 states “RETURN TO DUTY 
STATUS”. (Travel authorization attached)  
 
While OFF DUTY, Sarah Palin continued to receive her $125,000 state salary twice a month. (Payroll register 
attached).  
  
Sarah Palin went “OFF DUTY” on August 27, 2008 and “RETURN(ED) TO DUTY STATUS” on November 
7, 2008.  During that time she kept collecting her $125,000 state salary.   
 
Palin’s signature on her travel document which states “CONCLUSION OF STATE BUSINESS” affirms that 
she had full knowledge, intent, and a willingness to forego her duties as governor of Alaska in order to travel 
Outside on the national campaign trail as the republican VP candidate.  Her signature affirms that she had no 
intention to fulfill her “STATE” duties of office while temporarily out of office.   
 
Palin’s signature on her travel document which state “RETURN TO DUTY STATUS” further affirms that she 
had had full knowledge, intent, and a willingness to forego her duties as governor of Alaska in order to travel 
Outside on the national campaign trail as the republican VP candidate and that she now would assume her 
“STATE” duties of office of the governor after a temporary absence out of that office.   
 
All the while, Sarah Palin did accept her state funded salary and therefore was still under the authority of the 
Alaska Executive Branch Ethics Act and all its rules.   
 
By accepting and collecting that state salary, Sarah Palin was being paid to serve as governor BUT spent all her 
time misusing her State of Alaska governor position, time, and resources for personal and partisan political 
purposes all the while knowing she had signed travel documents that stated she concluded her state business on 
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August 27, 2008.  She knowingly, intentionally and willingly collected her salary under false pretenses and used 
her state position, time and resources for personal and political gain, and for partisan political purposes to 
garner votes.   
 
In addition, Palin’s signature on her travel document which states “CONCLUSION OF STATE BUSINESS” 
affirms that she had full knowledge, intent, and a willingness to be absent from the office of the governor of  
Alaska in order to travel Outside on the national campaign trail as the republican VP candidate.  Her signature  
affirms that she had no intention to continue in the office of the governor while temporarily out of office.   
 
Likewise, Palin’s signature on her travel document which state “RETURN TO DUTY STATUS” further 
affirms that she had had full knowledge, intent, and a willingness to not occupy the office of the governor of 
Alaska in order to travel Outside on the national campaign trail as the republican VP candidate and that she was 
now ready to assume the “STATE” office of the governor after a temporary absence out of the office.   
 
However, Sarah Palin failed to take official action in order to provide for the temporary assumption of the 
duties of governor by the lieutenant governor during her absence to go campaign.  Sarah Palin knew that she 
had “CONCLUDED STATE BUSINESS” yet she failed to invoke: 

Alaska Constitution - Article 3, Section 9: Acting Governor ~ In case of the temporary absence of the 
governor from office, the lieutenant governor shall serve as acting governor.   

 
Sarah Palin did not bother to overtly take official action to temporarily transfer the authority of the office of the 
governor because she covertly needed to use her official State of Alaska position, staff, time and resources for 
her personal and political gain as well as for partisan political purposes as the republican VP candidate to garner 
votes.   
 
Sarah Palin even had an Anchorage staffer travel throughout the United States by her side during the campaign 
that was paid by the State of Alaska for “state business”, although she fully knew that she had already declared 
in her travel documents that “CONCLUSION OF STATE BUSINESS” occurred on August 27, 2008 and did 
not commence until November 7, 2008 when she again confirmed with her signature that she had 
“RETURN(ED) TO DUTY STATUS”.     
 
Based on these facts, Governor Sarah Palin violated the Alaska Executive Branch Ethics Act.  She improperly 
and deceivingly misused her publicly funded position, staff and resources for personal gain and partisan 
political purposes that had nothing to do with the state’s interests and served no state purpose.  
 
In addition, Sarah Palin miserably failed all Alaskans by not temporarily transferring her office of the governor 
and its inherent authorities and duties to the lieutenant governor during her jaunt Outside last year.  That 
negligent and careless action alone left the people of the State of Alaska vulnerable and allowed Outside 
political operatives to hijack our system of governance and render it paralyzed. Sarah Palin failed to preserve, 
protect and safeguard the office of the governor for selfish reasons and the people of the great State of Alaska 
have paid dearly for it.   
 
The scope of the ethics code states that each public officer holds office as a public trust and any effort to benefit 
a personal or financial interest through official action is a violation of that trust.  I’m requesting that this 
complaint be forwarded to the Alaska Personnel Board. Thank you for your prompt attention to this. Please 
don’t hesitate to contact me with questions and concerns. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Andrée McLeod 


























